f  ■  » —  -  »       &C>  I 

This  column  is  issued  weekly  for  free  use  by  your  newspaper  It  contains  material  pre- 
pared specially  and  exclusively  for  Alberta  weekly  newspapers  It  is  suitable  for  direct 
offset  reproduction  by  pasting  it  into  your  camera-ready  layout 


This  Article  for  Release  January  26,  1987 


Virile 


Peter  Elzinga,  Alberta  Minister  of  Agriculture 


FARM  SAFETY  PROGRESS 


With  the  many  hazards  that  form 
an  everyday  feature  of  farm  life, 
it  has  always  been  easy  to  tell 
grim  tales  about  agricultural  acci- 
dents, much  more  difficult  to  find 
positive  news  about  farm  safety. 
The  release  of  a  report  prepared 
by  Alberta  Agriculture's  Farm 
Safety  Program,  however,  has 
brought  good  news  indeed  for  our 
agricultural  community. 

The  1986  Fatality  Report  shows 
that  last  year  witnessed  a  dramatic 
55%  decrease  in  the  number  of 
fatal  farm  accidents  in  the  prov- 
ince. Perhaps  the  best  news  of  all 
is  that  an  equally  impressive 
reduction  was  achieved  in  the 
number  of  fatalities  among 
Alberta's  farm  children. 

The  sharp  drop  in  accidental 
deaths  on  the  farm  can  be  attrib- 
uted in  large  part  to  the  combined 
efforts  of  farm  organizations, 
schools,  private  industry  and  the 
provincial  government.  Through 
Alberta  Agric  ilture's  Farm  Safety 
Program,  these  efforts  have  been 
channelled  toward  enhancing 
awareness  of  dangers  on  the  farm, 
and  encouraging  the  development 
of  safe  farming  practices. 

The  impressive  progress  made 
by  the  Farm  Safety  Program  since 
its  commencement  in  1976  has  in 
part  been  the  result  of  program- 
ming flexibility  and  a  fresh,  cre- 
ative approach  to  safety  education. 
Program  staff  tell  me.  however, 
that  their  success  owes  a  great 
deal  as  well  to  the  dedication  and 
community  spirit  of  cooperating 
organizations. 

Esso  Petroleum  of  Canada,  for 
instance,  joined  with  the  Farm 
Safety  Program  to  co-produce  the 
1986-87  edition  of  "A  Child's 
Guide  to  Farm  Safety,"  a  work- 
book and  computer  program  dis- 
tributed annually  by  Alberta 
Agriculture  to  rural  schools.  The 
"Child's  Guide"  has  shown  real 


success  in  alerting  schoolchildren 
to  potential  hazards  on  the  (aim. 
and  provides  an  excellent  example 
of  the  kind  of  results  that  can  be 
achieved  when  the  private  and 
public  sectors  join  forces  for  a 
common  cause. 

Many  other  organizations  have 
contributed  to  the  success  of  the 
Farm  Safety  Program,  organiza- 
tions such  as  the  Alberta  Flying 
Farmers  and  the  Farm  Equipment 
Dealers'  Association  of  Alberta- 
British  Columbia.  The  mainstay  of 
the  program,  however,  has  always 
been  the  enthusiastic  support  of 
women's  associations  from  across 
the  province. 

Farm  women  are  most  often  the 
ones  who  must  deal  with  the  after- 
math of  accidents  on  the  farm. 
Perhaps  for  this  reason,  organiza- 
tions such  as  the  Women  of  Uni- 
farm  and  Alberta  Women's 
Institutes  have  devoted  a  tremen- 
dous amount  of  time  and  effort  to 
the  Farm  Safety  Program. 

In  recognition  of  this  contri- 
bution, and  in  response  to  an  ever- 
increasing  demand,  the  Farm  Safety 
Program  plans  to  introduce  a  new 
women's  program  of  workshops 
dealing  with  farm  machinery.  The 
hands-on  workshops  will  provide 
the  opportunity  for  women  to  per 
form  various  tasks  with  different 
farm  machines.  Twelve  such 
workshops  are  scheduled  for  this 
spring. 

Also  planned  for  the  year  ahead 
are  workshops  on  general  farm 
safety,  first  aid  on  and  oft  the 
farm,  and  fire  control.  In  addition, 
the  Farm  Safety  Program  will  offer 
services  designed  for  use  at  farm 
conferences,  such  as  special  wink- 
shop  sessions,  spot  announce- 
ments, guest  speakers,  and  display 
models  on  farmyard  and  machin- 
ery hazards. 

The  ultimate  goal  of  these 
efforts,  of  course,  is  to  create  a 
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sate,  healthy  environment  for  those 
who  live  and  work  on  Alberta's 
farms.  I  would  like  to  take  this 
opportunity  to  commend  the  work 
of  the  Farm  Safety  Program,  and 
to  encourage  all  Albertans  to  sup- 
port the  program  in  its  battle 
against  agricultural  accidents. 

Further  information  about  the 
Farm  Safety  Program  mav  be 
obtained  at  district  agriculture 
offices  across  the  province,  and 
from  the  program  administration 
office.  Write: 

Solomon  Kyeremanteng 

Farm  Safety  Program 

Alberta  Auriculture 

#210.  7(XX)  -  113  Street 

Edmonton,  Alberta  T6H  5T6 

(phone:  427-2186) 


